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the old story told in the Homeric Hymn to Demeter, and also,
when the goddess has established her rites, a conspicuous
absence of references to any such thing as Athenians flocking
to take part in them.   And the hymn is in late epic style—
hardly earlier than 700.    Salamis, a separate principality in
the Catalogue, and claimed by Megara in the sixth century,1
can hardly have been Athenian before that date ;   and out
towards the fifth-century Boiotian frontier Eleutherai, divided
from Eleusis by   10  miles of scrub-covered or (then)  well-
forested mountains,   lost  in  its  secluded  valley  just south
of the main watershed of Kithairon, probably did not join
the Union much before 500.2   Though it joined voluntarily,
it remained always consciously Boiotian and never became
an Athenian deme.3    A like anomalous position was that of
Oropos, on the sound towards Euboia; never a deme; Athenian
in the fifth century, but claimed by Boiotia, and speaking a
Boiotian dialect with Eretrian peculiarities.4 Finally the limit
of expansion is reached with  the  secession  of  Plataia,  or
Plataiai, from Boiotia, for fear of Thebes.5   Plataiai, though
a staunch friend and ally of Athens, is always a separate city-
1 Plutarch, Solon, xi; cf. Str. ix, 395, on the argument that the priestess
of Athena Polias had to observe a taboo on all Athenian-made green cheese,
but was allowed to eat cheese from Salamis, as also from all the other
inshore islands round about Attica.
a In the Boiotian campaign of 607, Hysiai and Oinoe (which is in the
same valley as Eleutherai, but a few miles farther down) are called " the
farthest Athenian demes " (Hdt. v, 74); but one can hardly press this.
H, was not writing in 507, but two generations later, and there is no reason
why he should have known this remote district. Technically Eleutherai was
not a deme. The connection between E, and Athens, however, was evidently
close at the time when the afterwards famous dramatic rites of Dionysos
were transplanted to the city from E. Cf. Farnell, Cults, v, p. 116; date
probably late sixth century,
3	Paus. i, 38, 8 ; Ath, xi, 486d, quoting Polemon ; Apollod. iii, 5, 5.
4	Cf. Wilamowitz, Oropos und die Graer, in Hermes, xxi, pp. 91-115,
on an inscription from the Amphiaraion at O.   Hence it is sometimes stated
that Eretria ruled the district in the seventh century, e.g. by Bury, History
of Greece, p. 151 j  Cary, in C.AM. iii, p. 621.   On the other hand Graike,
which was a deme in the fifth and fourth centuries (Thk. ii, 23) possibly
is 0., or part of it (Wilamowitz, ib.), For the Boiotian connections of this
district, cf. the genealogy—Graia one of the daughters of Asopos ; from
Korinna, quoted by Paua. ix, 20, 2,
6 Thk. iii, 61.

